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The standard Russian text of War and Peace is divided into four books (comprising fifteen parts) and an 
epilogue in two parts. Roughly the first half is concerned strictly with the fictional characters, whereas the latter 
parts, as well as the second part of the epilogue, increasingly consist of essays about the nature of war, power, 
history , and historiography .A War and Peace for our time Read more 3 The novel has a particular technical 
feature; it passes from mind to mind, showing us the world as a consciousness moves through it.Which 
translation of War and Peace should I read? by Rosamund Bartlett, translator and author of Tolstoy: A Russian 
Life. As with most of the Russian classics, there are several translations of Tolstoy’s immortal War and Peace 
for the anglophone reader to choose from.One commentator of War and Peace wryly remarked,” war and peace 
… that about covers everything.” That is as succinct a book report as can be given to a work of this magnitude.


