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Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is an 1851 novel by American writer Herman Melville. The book is sailor Ishmael's 
narrative of the obsessive quest of Ahab, captain of the whaling ship Pequod, for revenge on Moby Dick, the 
white whale that on the ship's previous voyage bit off Ahab's leg at the knee.At a Glance. In Moby-Dick, sailor 
Ishmael tells the story of Captain Ahab and the white whale, Moby Dick. Ahab, the grizzled captain of the 
whaling boat the Pequod, searches for Moby Dick across ...Moby Dick: Moby Dick, novel (1851) by Herman 
Melville detailing the voyage of the Pequod, a whaling vessel whose captain is intent on finding the white sperm 
whale Moby Dick. The novel was not well received when published but now is widely regarded as Melville’s 
magnum opus and one of the greatest novels in American literature.Ishmael is a fictional character in Herman 
Melville's Moby-Dick (1851). Ishmael, the only surviving crewmember of the Pequod, is the narrator of the 
book.


